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COURSE SCHEDULE

Preface

8/31: course introduction

9/7: What is book history?

9/14: Incunabula

Volume 1: Books as Physical Objects

9/21: Making Books

9/28: What we learn from physical bibliography
10/1: Your book’s description due
Volume 2: Books and Culture

10/5: Stationers and the book trade
10/12: Authors

10/15: Your book’s makers paper due
10/19: Case Study: Bibles

10/26: Readers and Users

11/2: Libraries and Collectors

11/5: Your book’s users paper due
11/9: Case Study: Shakespeare

11/16: Case Study: Digital tools for material books
11/23: no class—Thanksgiving
Volume 3: Books as Vehicles for Text
11/30: Editing books

12/7: Annotating books

12/14: Your book’s biography due
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Folger-GW Undergraduate Research Seminar
B0OOKS AND EARLY MODERN CULTURE
Fall 2012
Fridays, 9:30-12:00

Folger Shakespeare Library
Deck A Seminar Room
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Dr Sarah Werner
swerner@folger.edu
(202) 608-1703

office hours:

Mondays and Thursdays
You can make an advance appointment or have
someone at the circulation desk call my office
extension; you can also email questions to me and I will
respond within 24 hours.

course website:

http://sarahwerner.net/FolgerBooks
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3) Your book’s users (1500-2000 words; 15%):
Where are there signs of reader(s) in your book? Are
they signs of an individual reader or of a projected
audience? Were there later collectors or institutions
who owned this book? This will help you think
about the market for your book in the early modern
and later periods.

4) Your book’s biography (3500-4000 wotrds; 50%):
Werite the biography of your book from the book’s
creation up to the present day. You will focus both
on the life story of your physical object and on the
long history of its text and its other incarnations.
The culmination of your research, this will give you a
sense of the myriad factors that go into the
production and shape the reception of any book.

There will also be a number of shorter exercises due
during the course of the semester that will make up the
remaining 10% of your final grade. These are designed
as hands-on exercises to illustrate specific archival
research skills and will be able to be completed in a few
hours’ work.






